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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 
application: 



Listing of Claims : 

1. (Cancelled) 



2 . (Cancelled) 



3 . (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A container a c cu-Ldiiiy Lu ^laim 3 & 
mntainer fo r housing optical discs, thR container 
comprising: 

a frase,- 

a lid coupled to the base bv a pivot joint for 
releasably housing an optical disc between the base and, 
the lid, the pivot -joint pe r mitting pivotal motion, of the 
lid relative to the base about a pivot axis th at Ifi 
flnhstantiall Y orthogonal to a plane of the* tUsC housed 
between th e base and the lid; and 

* hook having an open end fo r removably coupling the 
gontainer to a rod; 

wherein the base comprises a generally flattened ba^e 
portion disposed to protec t a first planar gurffrce Qf the 
disc house d between the base and the ljd asd Che lid 
comprises a_ generally flattened lid portion disposed to. 
protect a second, opposi n g planar surface of the optical 
disc boused between the base rind the lid; 

wherein the book is formed on a perimeter o f both tha 
base and the lid: and 

wherein the hook comprises a finger that extends at least 

partially around the pivot axis. 
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5. (Original) A container according to claim 4 wherein an 
edge of the finger defines at least a portion of an 
inwardly extending channel which leads towards the pivot 
joint and terminates in a bore located within the pivot 
joint . 

6. (Original) A container according to claim 5 wherein the 
bore comprises an edge that is semi-circular in shape. 



7. (Original) A container according to claim 5 wherein a 
. width of the bore is greater than a width of the channel 
immediately outside of the bore. 



8 . (Currently Amended) ft-contaiiiej. aiiuidiny Lo ^laim 2 A 
container f or housing optical discs, the container 
comprising: 

a base;_ 

a lid coupled to the base by a pivot -joint for 
releasably housing an optical disc between the base a nfl 
the lid, the Pivot joint penrn't-.tinor pivota l motion of the 
lid relative to the base about a pivo t axis that is 
substantially orthogonal to a pl ane of the disc housed 
between the base and the lid; and 

a hook having an open end for removably g pupling tbe 
con^aifter t<? a rod; 

wherein the b ase comprises a generally flattened base, 
portion disposed to protect a fi rst planar surface of the 
disc housed between the base and _the lid and the lid 
comprises a generally flattened lid portion disposed k Q 
protect a second, opposing planar surface of the optiq al 
disc housed between the base and the lid; 

wherein the hook is formed bv a p erimeter edge of at 
least one of the base a nd the lid* and 

wherein the hook comprises a finger that extends at least 
partially around the pivot axis. 
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9. (Original) A container according to claim 8 wherein an 
edge of the finger defines at least a portion of an 
inwardly extending channel which leads towards the pivot 
joint and terminates in a bore in the center of the pivot 
joint . 

10. (Original) A container according to claim 9 wherein the 
bore comprises an edge that is semi-circular in shape. 

11. (Original) A container according to claim 9 wherein a 
width of the bore is greater than a width of the channel 
immediately outside of the bore. 



12 . (Currently Amended) ft coiitcLiii e i: acirordi iiy La Llaiai 1 h 
nnnf.ainftr for housing optic al discs, the container 
nnmpriainq: 

* base : 

a. lid coupled to the base bv a pivot ioint for 
releaaablv housing an optic al disc between the base, an/fl 
the lid, the pivot ioint per mitting pivotal motion, pf the 
Uri rp.1af.ive to the base about a pivot ax is fcfaaS *s. 
mih B f.antlall v orthogon a l to a plane qf th3 flj-sc h 9 used 
between th e base and the lid; and 

a hook having an open end for removably coupling the 
container to a rod; 

whft-rftin the base com p rises a generally flattened bas , e . 
portion disposed to protect a first planar surface og fchfl 
disc housed between the base and the lid and the lid 
comprises a generally flattened l id portion disposed to 
protect a second, opposing plana r surface of the optical 
disc housed between the base and the lid; 

wherein the pivot joint comprises a semi-annular lid 
member which extends from the lid in a direction parallel 
to the pivot axis and a semi-annular base member that 
extends from the base in a direction parallel to the 
pivot axis, the semi-annular lid and base members 
slidably coupled to one another to enable pivotal 
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movement of the lid relative to the base about the pivot 
axis. 

13. (Original) A container according to claim 12 wherein the 
pivot joint comprises a bore through a center thereof, an 
edge of the bore formed by one of: the semi-annular base 
member and the semi -annular lid member. 



14. (Original) A container according to claim 13 wherein the 
edge of the bore is semi-circular in shape. 

15. (Original) A container according to claim 14 wherein the 
edge of the bore is formed by the semi -annular base 
member and wherein the base comprises a semi-annular 
groove which receives the semi-annular lid member. 

16. (Original) A container according to claim 15 wherein the 
semi -annular groove comprises a notch on a side thereof, 
the semi -annular lid member comprises a flange on a side 
thereof, and the flange is received in the slot for 
preventing the lid from inadvertently coming apart from 
the base. 

17. (Currently Amended) A container according to claim 
wi i ere - rn the ed g e of th e bore is funned by — Llitj semi- 
annular lid member 8 wherein the pivot j oint comprises a 
semi-annular lid member which extends fr om the lid in a 
direction pa rallel to the pivot axis and a semi-annular 
base member that extends from the ba se in a direction 
parallel to the pivot axis, the semi-annular lid and base 
members slidably coupled to one another to enab le pivotal 
movement of the lid relative to the base about th e pivot 
axis, wherein the pivot -joint comprises a bore th rough a 
center thereof, an edge of the bore being semi-circular 
in shape and formed by the semi -annula r lid member and 
wherein the lid comprises a semi-annular groove which 
receives the semi -annular base member. 
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IS . (Withdrawn) A container according to claim 17 wherein the 
semi -annular groove comprises a notch on a side thereof, 
the semi -annular base member comprises a flange on a side 
thereof, and the flange is received in the slot for 
preventing the lid from inadvertently coming apart from 
the base. 



19, (Original) A container according to claim 14 wherein the 
edge of the bore comprises an opening that leads to a 
curved channel , the channel extending outwardly towards a 
perimeter edge of the container. 

20. (Currently Amended) A eopfeatner aicordini) Lu claim 13 & 
container for housing optical discs, the container 
comprising : 

a base : 

a lid coupled to the base by a pivot joint for 
releasably hmisina an optical disc betwe en the base and 
the lid, the pivot joint permitting p ivotal motion of the 
lid relative to the base about a pivot axis that is 
substantially orthogonal to a plane of the d isc housed 
between the base and the lid; and 

a hook _ having an open end for removably coupling the 
container to a rod? 

wherein the base comprises a generally flattene d base 
portion disposed to protect a first pla nar surface of the 
disc housed between the base and the lid and the lid 
comprises a generally flattened lid portion dis posed to 
protect a second, opposing planar surfac e of the optical 
disc housed between the base and the lid; 

wherein the pivot -joint comprises a semi -annular lid 
member which extends from the lid in a direction parallel 
to the pivot axis and a semi -annular base membe r that 
extends from the base in a direction paral lel to the 
pivot-, axis, the semi-annular lid and base members 
slidablv coupled to one another to enable pivotal 
movement of the lid relative to the b ase about the pivot 
axis; 
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wherein the pivot joint comp rises a bore throucrh a center 
thereof, an edge of the bore formed by one of: the semi- 
annular base member and the semi -annular lid member; and 

wherein the hook comprises a finger that extends at least 
partially around the pivot axis. 

21. (Original) A container according to claim 20 wherein an 
edge of the finger defines at least a portion of an 
inwardly extending channel which leads towards the pivot 
joint and terminates in the bore in the center of the 
pivot joint. 

22. (Original) A container according to claim 21 wherein a 
width of the bore is greater than a width of the channel 
immediately outside of the bore, 

23. (Currently Amended) A container according to claim * 8 
comprising a latch mechanism for maintaining the lid in a 
closed pivotal orientation with respect to the base. 

24. (Original) A container according to claim 23 wherein the 
latch mechanism comprises one or more protrusions on the 
lid which project into one or more corresponding 
indentations on the base when the lid is in the closed 
pivotal orientation. 

25. (Withdrawn) A container according to claim 23 wherein the 
latch mechanism comprises one or more protrusions on the 
base which project into one or more corresponding 
indentations on the lid when the lid is in the closed 
pivotal • 

26. (Currently Amended) A container according to claim ±3- 3_ 
comprising a pivot joint locking mechanism for preventing 
pivotal movement of the lid with respect to the base. 
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27. (Withdrawn) A container according to claim 26, wherein 
the pivot joint locking mechanism comprises a shaft, 
which is slideable to a locking position where a portion 
of the shaft projects into the pivot joint to prevent 
pivotal movement of the lid with respect to the base. 

28. (Currently Amended) A container according to claim ± B_ 
wherein the perimeter of the base and the perimeter of 
the lid each comprise at least two straight edge portions 
and at least one arcuate edge portion. 

29. (Previously Presented) A container according to claim 28 
wherein the two straight edge portions are aligned 
substantially orthogonally to one another. 

30. (Currently Amended) A container according to claim i 8. 
wherein the base comprises a retainer for releasably 
holding the optical disc against a surface thereof. 

31. (Original) A container according to claim 3 0 wherein the 
retainer comprises a plurality of deformable members 
which project through a hole in the optical disc and 
which provide pressure against an edge of the hole to 
hold the optical disc against the surface of the base. 



32. (Cancelled) 



33. (Cancelled) 



34. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for storing or 

transporting one or more optical discs, the apparatus 
comprising a rod and one or more containers according to 
claim ± 2., wherein the hook of the one or more optical 
disc containers is mountable to the rod. 
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35. (Previously Presented) A container for housing 

substantially planar optical discs, the container 
comprising: 

a base having a base finger on its perimeter; 

a lid pivot ally coupled to the base by" a pivot joint 
for housing an optical disc between the base and the lid / 
the lid having a lid finger on its perimeter; 

wherein the base finger and lid finger form a hook 
having an open end for removeably coupling the container 
to a rod, wherein the pivot joint permits pivotal motion 
of the lid relative to the base about a pivot axis that 
is substantially orthogonal to a plane of the disc housed 
between the base and the lid and wherein the base 
comprises a generally flattened base portion disposed to 
protect a first planar surface of the disc housed between 
the base and the lid and the lid comprises a generally 
flattened lid portion disposed to protect a second, 
opposing planar surface of the optical disc housed 
between the base and the lid. 



36. (Original) A container according to claim 35 wherein the 
base finger defines a curved base channel that extends 
inwardly toward an interior of the base and the lid 
finger defines a curved lid channel that extends inwardly 
toward an interior of the lid* 



37. (Original) A container according to claim 36 wherein the 
inwardmost edge of the lid channel and the inwardmost 
edge of the base channel form a bore located within the 
pivot joint. 



38. (Cancelled) 



_9_ 
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